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he begins with an unprejudiced examination of the knowing faculty, and 
having once reached definite results, he does not attempt to transgress 
the limits thus established. In like manner his idealism is pronounced 
to be of the empirical type, because he regards knowledge of the external 
world as impossible except as the result of the direct action of outer ob- 
jects. All this elaborate structure of epistemological theory, however, 
can not be regarded as an end in itself. Like mathematics it was of value 
in the eyes of Descartes only because of its relation to physics, which is 
the aim and center of his philosophy. For him epistemology was a pro- 
paedeutic to physical philosophy, and he cared for no other metaphysics. 

The basal conceptions of the cartesian physics are the vortex and the 
ether. From these two principles the whole material universe, both in- 
organic and organic, can be explained. The details of the explanation are 
naturally more fully worked out in some directions than in others, and 
Herr Jungmann follows Descartes in this respect. The book is brought 
to an end by a chapter upon Descartes's writings, which are divided into 
three groups: the published works, the fragments, and the letters. The 
last are of especial value in tracing the development of Descartes's 
thought and the relation of his books to one another. The letters make 
it possible to state with accuracy the order in which many of Descartes's 
theories took shape in his own mind, and, in some cases, show that the 
previous conjectures upon this subject are altogether wrong. In fact not 
only here, but throughout the book, Herr Jungmann pays a good deal of 
attention to fixing exact dates in connection with his author's philosoph- 
ical activity. The care with which this work has been done, united with 
equal caution in the formation of conjectures where sufficient evidence is 
lacking, will undoubtedly make the monograph of value for reference to 
any student of philosophy desiring exact information concerning the 
origin of the Cartesian theories. 

G. N. Dolson. 

Wells College. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

In the New York Medical Journal for September 11 there is an inter- 
esting account of the new Henry Phipps Psychiatric Ward at Johns Hop- 
kins. We quote the introductory statement of the article : " It is a far 
cry from the stone-walled dungeons, the manacles and the whips, the 
repugnant food, and the generally misguided and cruel treatment of the 
lunatic a century ago to the psychiatric ward about to be added to the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, through a munificent endowment by 
Mr. Henry Phipps. Through the courtesy of Mr. George Atterbury, the 



